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Informationssysteme GmbH

Document Library

Die InterLake GmbH bietet Ihren Kunden in der
Document Library Zugriff auf interessante
Informationen. Wir stellen Ihnen Inhalte unserer
Partner und aus frei zuganglichen Online Quellen zur
Verfligung, die mit unserer Tatigkeit und der IT- und
Medienbranche zu tun haben. Bitte beachten Sie, dass
die Inhalte dem Copyright der jeweiligen Herausgeber
unterliegen und diese Inhalte nicht ohne Referenz auf

das jeweilige Copyright weitergegeben werden diirfen.

Weitere Informationen zu InterLake und weitere

Dokumente finden Sie unter

www.interlake.net

Die InterLake Document Library steht den Nutzern der
InterLake.Network zur Verfligung:

InterLake MoreMX.com
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InterLake engagiert sich ehrenamtlich beim
Munchener IT- und Medienverband FIWM, dem
unser Geschéftsflhrer Sven Slazenger als
Vorstandsmitglied angehdrt, sowie in der
Macromedia ColdFusion User Group Central
Europe, die unter unserer Leitung seit 1998 ein
deutschsprachiges Forum fiir iber 700 Macromedia
Entwickler in Deutschland, Osterreich und der
Schweiz bietet.

Weitere Informationen zu diesen beiden Initiativen
erhalten Sie bei
Sven Slazenger (slazenger@interlake.net)
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ALLIANCE PARTNER

InterLake offers ist customers and business
partners access to an extensive document
library. We are offering information from our
partners and have also compiled freely available
papers from the internet that we consider of value
to you. Please be advised that the copyright
belongs to the issuer of the information and that
you may not distribute this content without

referring to these copyrights.

Additional information about InterLake and more

documents can be accessed free of charge at

www.interlake.net

The InterLake Document Library is available

through the websites of the InterLake.Network:
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InterLake is also an active member of the non-profit
Munich IT- and Media Association FIWM. With
InterLake CEO Sven Slazenger we provide one of
the board members of the FIWM. We are also the
founders (1998) of the Macromedia ColdFusion
User Group Central Europe, the German language
forum for Macromedia Developers from Austria,
Germany and Switzerland and one of the largest

Macromedia Communities worldwide.

For forther information please contact Sven

Slazenger (slazenger@interlake.net)
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But It's Hee!

Time to clear the air and set the record straight

here was once a time, not that long ago, when | seemed to be

spending a significant portion of my life explaining why ColdFusion

was indeed worthy of consideration even though other products were

free. Then | stopped hearing that objection for the most part, and life was good

(well, better).

But in the past two weeks |
have had to defend ColdFusion
against the “but [fill in the
blank here] is free” objection
no less than five times. So it
looks like | need to address this
issue one last time to clear the
air and set the record straight.

What Exactly Is
ColdFusion?

Let’s start with the question — what is
ColdFusion anyway? Is it an application
server? Some think so, others vehement-
ly disagree with that description. Isita
language? Definitely. But is it only a lan-
guage? No, not at all. So, what is
ColdFusion then?

There is actually a reason for me
starting with this question. Because
ColdFusion is not easily defined, it is not
easily compared to other products and
technologies. And this inability to per-
form comparisons usually results in one
of two things happening - either
ColdFusion gets compared to products
that it honestly should not be compared
to, or only one aspect of ColdFusion gets
looked at and compared, but not
ColdFusion as a whole.

So, once again, what exactly is
ColdFusion? Actually, ColdFusion is
many things; it really depends on your
perspective, what you are trying to do,
and how you are trying to do it. But at a

By Ben Forta

minimum:

« Firstand foremost,
ColdFusion is a language:
After all, it is CFML (the
ColdFusion Markup
Language) that makes
ColdFusion ColdFusion.
What we love about the prod-
uct, what makes us produc-
tive, what distinguishes
ColdFusion from anything else out
there is CFML.

ColdFusion is also a set of applica-
tion services, complete subsystems
that you can leverage in your appli-
cations — things like full-text search-
ing, graphing, database query
caching, and more: These are not
language features (although they
have language elements associated
with them); they are runtime services
that are included with ColdFusion so
that you do not have to start from
scratch.

And yes, for many of us, ColdFusion is
still an application server: With
ColdFusion MX, and its new ability to
run on top of industry-standard appli-
cation servers (like IBM WebSphere
and Sun ONE), ColdFusion has been
split in two. It can be used as a script-
ing engine with supporting runtime
services on top of an application serv-
er of your choice, or it can be used as
an application server in its own right.

All of which makes defining exactly
what ColdFusion is a little tricky.

It's More Than a Language

As | already explained, part of
ColdFusion is a series of runtime appli-
cation services. These are included with
ColdFusion in all versions (although
there are some differences based on the
product edition being used), and all at
no extra cost. It has been this way
almost since day one.

Why is this important? Well, we take
many of these included services and
technologies for granted. As ColdFusion
we use them all the time, and never
even realize that had we been using
other popular languages, we'd have had
to pay for these, buying them individu-
ally.

Now, | don’t usually take potshots at
other vendors or products (well, not
often, and usually not in public and in
print), but... consider Microsoft ASP, the
most used scripting language out in
Web-land. ASP is free, right? Maybe, but
look at the chart on the next page.

The chart is not even a complete list
of ColdFusion features missing from
ASP, but it’s enough for the discussion at
hand.

Just to be clear, and in the interests of
fairness, when a third party add-on was
needed (because a feature is not includ-
ed in ASP itself) the lowest-cost func-
tionally equivalent add-on was used.
Where multiple options were available,
the one that most closely matched the
feature set native to ColdFusion was
used. However, unsupported free add-
ons were not included.

Now before | get flooded with e-mails
accusing me of rigging the data, yes, |
am sure | could have searched and
found cheaper options too. And yes,
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there is stuff out there for free. And yes,
some of those add-ons might have fea-
tures and options that ColdFusion does
not support. Agreed. This is not official
data, nor is it an apples-to-apples com-
parison. | did not put tons of time into
this research, that was not the intent.

What this is, however, is proof posi-
tive that you get what you pay for. Or in
other words, pay now or pay later. And if
you do opt to pay later, you'll likely pay a
lot more. (Plus the integration will not
be as clean or as simple, it just can't be.)

This is not just true of ASP — it is true of
every one of the free options. ColdFusion
is not free, but from a raw cost of goods
standpoint it is an absolute bargain —
matching the features in any other devel-
opment product will cost you a lot more
than ColdFusion.

And It's an Incredible
Language Too

From a cost perspective, just by look-
ing at what you get in the box,
ColdFusion is already a far better
option. And we haven't even mentioned
the cost associated with the language -
or rather, the cost associated with using
the wrong language.

CFML is not a general-purpose lan-
guage; it was never intended to be one.
But CFML is the very best language for

integrating with Internet clients and
technologies. Take something as simple
as a database query — in ColdFusion we
use a single tag named <CFQUERY> and
it just works. Have you ever looked at
what it takes to do the same in ASP or
PHP or even JSP? Or how about some-
thing as trivial as sending an SMTP e-
mail message?

Or even a simple thing like making
data persist in a shared scope? A col-
league recently shared with me some
ASP code that he was so proud of — code
that helped him eliminate unnecessary
database reads by caching results in the
application itself. When he was finished
with his lengthy and very detailed code
walkthrough and explanation | showed
him <CFQUERY NAME="APPLICA-
TION.result”> and <CFQUERY
CACHEDWITHIN ...>. He just stared
and said nothing (although I think he
was trying to respond - his lips moved
but no sound escaped).

At DevCon in October | discussed
Web services in detail, and had the
opportunity to demonstrate ColdFusion
Web services being consumed by .NET
(using C#) as well as .NET Web services
being consumed by ColdFusion MX.
One of the most blatantly obvious differ-
ences was the amount of code it took to

consume a Web service — .NET is built

ColdFusion Professional ASP
Product $799.95 $0.00
Verity full Included at Verity K2
text searching no extra cost $0.00 Bronze $31,000.00
Charting Included at Not included,
no extra cost $0.00 Dundas Chart $699.00
POP support Included at Not included,
no extra cost $0.00 AspPOP $69.95
Server-side Included at Not included,
HTTP support no extra cost $0.00 ASpHTTP $49.95
Server-side Included at no Not included,
FTP support extra cost $0.00 Dart FTP Tool $249.00
File uploads Included at Not included,
no extra cost $0.00 AspUpload $149.00
COST $799.95 $32,216.90

around Web services technologies, and
ColdFusion puts it to shame with some-
thing as simple as consuming a Web
service (a .NET Web service at that) —
one tag compared to pages of code.

I am not going to go into when CFML
should be used and when it shouldn't;
I've written and talked about that many
times before. But one thing is a given, an
indisputable fact. For the right parts of
your application, CFML is the cleanest,
the simplest, the most productive, and
simply the best solution available to you.

What does that have to do with other
products being free? Not only do you get
more product for your money as already
explained, but by using CFML, your
development costs drop dramatically.
Using CFML, your development will be
simple and will take less time, and time
is money. It’s as simple as that.

Summary

So, why buy ColdFusion when ASP
(or JSP or PHP or Perl or...) is free? Well,
if they were indeed free that would be a
very good question. But, as you can see,
they are not free, and thus it’s not a good
question at all. The truth is that the
question should be exactly the opposite
—with ColdFusion being such a bargain,
offering such value for the money and
ongoing savings in development costs,
why would you ever want to use a sup-
posedly free product?

That’s not to say that no one should
be using those products. | have found
one scenario where they make perfect
sense - if you are a contract developer
getting paid by the hour, then you may
benefit from legitimately having to take
so much longer on your projects. But for
everyone else, the choice is clear.
Enough said. <<&
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